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May 24, 2007

The Honorable Henry A. Waxman

Chairman

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
2157 Rayburmn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This letter renews my May 2, 2007 request that you hold a hearing on the
preparedness of the District of Columbia’s fire hydrant system. The April fire at the D.C.
Public Library in Georgetown revealed faulty and broken hydrants in the library’s
vicinity. Firefighters were forced to use hydrants located two blocks from the fire,
increasing response time, causing more property damage, and risking more lives.'

Today, the Washington Post reveals that the D.C. Fire Department, the
firefighters’ union, and the Water and Sewer Authority (WASA) cannot even agree on
the extent of the city’s hydrant problem. In fact, the problem seems to be worse than
originally assessed. D.C. Fire Chief Dennis L. Rubin estimates that at least 10% of D.C.
hydrants are broken and another 15% are in need of immediate repair. According to
Chief Rubin, 15% of the hydrants in the Capitol Hill area do not function and 18% are in
need of immediate repair. If faced with a large-scale terrorist attack on the Capitol, the
first responders may face a malfunction at one out of every three hvdrants. :

Nonworking fire hydrants make the city more vulnerable to a terrorist attack that
could result in uncontained fires. Since September 11, 2001 the District of Columbia, as
the Nation’s capital and the heart of the federal government has been widely
acknowledged as a likely target of additional terrorist attacks. It is Congress’
responsibility to ensure that the District, as the seat of the federal government, is
protected and can effectively manage the consequences of such an attack.

'“Across D.C., Dozens of Hydrants Are Broken,” The Washington Post, May 2, 2007, A01.
*“More D.C. Hydrants May Be Broken” The Washington Post, May 24, 2007. A01
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To fulfill this responsibility, the Committee needs to know how many hydrants do
not work; how often are they inspected; whether inspections are properly reported; how
quickly repairs are made once an inspection reveals a problem; and how quickly repairs
are made to a hydrant that is reported as broken outside of regular inspections. Answers
to these questions will allow us to determine whether federal intervention and assistance
are necessary.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look forward to working with
you on this crucial issue of emergency preparedness. We cannot afford to suffer the
results of a failure of initiative.

Sincerely

Az

Tom Davis
Ranking Member

Cc:  The Honorable Danny K. Davis
Chairman, Subcommittee on Federal Workforce, Postal Service, and the District
of Columbia



